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JOHN DICKSON

"The new Australian Census data today reveals a
further significant drop in those who say they
are "Christian" and a further significant rise in
those who indicate they have "No religion". For
the first time in Australian history, Christians are
officially a minority of the population. 

I am happy-sad. 

People will differ in their interpretations of the data, but here are my few thoughts:

1. Genuine Christians have long been a minority in Australia. This official data is just
catching up to reality.

2. When Christians were a statistical "majority" (and pointed this out), sceptical
friends frequently countered that a significant portion of those ticking "Christian" in
the Census were simply nominal Christians. I'm sure that's right. 

3. As the Church has lost its social respectability - for reasons that are obvious - the
civic motivation to tick "Christian" has declined, and so the declining percentage of
"Christians" in the Census reveals the steady dropping away of this nominal class of
Christians. 

4. I have long said that the percentage of Australians that actually have some type of
heartfelt trust in the crucified and risen Lord Jesus Christ is something closer to 25%
(and, yes, I include trusting Catholics and Orthodox, as well as Protestants, as
genuine Christians). So, we may have a long way to go in these declining percentages
of "Christians" in the Census. 



5. In a few more Censuses (say 2037) the decline will likely bottom out, as nominal
Christians drop away, and I expect, by God's grace, we will see the number of
Christians once again increase. That increase is already happening - people are
becoming Christians all over the country - but it is currently obscured by the large
cohort of (declining) nominal Christians. 

6. Whatever the case, it is time (over time) for Australian Christians to recognise and
embrace their minority status. How I pray that we will be a confident, humble, and
cheerful minority."

Our New SRE Teacher at DHS

Hello! My name is Amy David and I am the new
Scripture teacher at Dapto High School!

I have been married to my beautiful husband Tom
for 5 months now. We enjoy going to the movies or
arcade, eating dinner by a view, exploring, and
hanging out together. It's great being married to my
best friend.

Together Tom and I attend Dapto Anglican Church,
where I am also the youth ministry intern. Working
at Dapto Anglican has been an amazing journey.

It's encouraging to see youth come to find their hope in Jesus. I've been in this role
since the beginning of 2021, and volunteered for 5 years prior in both kids ministry and
youth ministry. I also serve in the office one day a week.

In 2020, I undertook a gap-year program called Year 13. This is where I found a love
and passion for full-time ministry. God really grew my heart and mind during that year.
I could see His steadfast love, sovereignty and faithfulness to me, and I wanted to grow
in that more. In 2021, I did a year of study at Youthworks College where I came out
with an Advanced Diploma of Ministry. Both of these programs have equipped me for
ministry.

I have a deep love for helping young people navigate the bible and come to find God’s
love for them. I am extremely excited for SRE as I get the unique and awesome
opportunity to do this with year 7 and 8 students. I can’t wait to see how God works
through me, in their lives and throughout the school community.

Please be praying for me as I begin this role and connect with year 7 and 8 students.
Pray that I will teach God's word faithfully and shine His light throughout the school.



Family Days this School Holidays

As the School holidays draw near and the realisation of need to organise fun
activities sinks in, this email is hopefully going to bring hope and assistance.

Last holidays we ran two “Family Adventure Days” that were a great success! We are
super excited to now be making this a regular feature in each of our school holidays,
as we aim to build community amongst our families at DAC.

 Symbio Wildlife Park (Helensburgh), Thursday, 7th of July 
Symbio was rained out last holidays, so we want to try again this holidays. We will
meet at Symbio at 9:30am, work our way through the animals and have lunch
together. Entry fees will be paid by each family at the door and for Lunch you can
either bring your own or buy it there.

 Bowling (Shellharbour), Wednesday, 14th of July 
We will be meeting at Shellharbour Bowling at 10am where we will enjoy play 
two “friendly” games of bowling with food either brought or available there.
 After the two games there will be a presentation of some fun awards for 
both kids and adults.

All of our families are welcome to come to one, or even better, both 
Adventure days. If you are keen to attend, or want some more info, 
send Matt Goodman an email (matt@daptoanglican.org.au)
ASAP as numbers are required for both of these events. 

It is time for another one of our
10am family picnics!

This Sunday, the 3rd of July, we
are inviting all of our families to
join us at Lakeside Reserve for a
time of community and delicious
food! We will be meeting there at
approximately 12pm. Be sure to
BYO lunch and a picnic rug to sit
on while the kids run around and
play!

Join us this Sunday for a Picnic



Julie Houghton, Parish Safe Ministry Representative, by
confidential email safeministry@daptoanglican.org.au or
through our church office on 42611001
Anglican Abuse Report line on 1800 774945

Dapto Anglican Church is committed to Safe Ministry
Practices.
If you have a question or concern, we are here to help. 
Please contact:

SAFE MINISTRY

A Big Thank You

Lynne Brown and Daphne Chapman would like to thank everyone who helped in any
way, shape or form, for the Samaritan's Purse Event last Saturday. The event was a
huge success, raising $11,000 to go towards those in need all over the world. Praise
God for this event! A special thank you also goes to Marie Eichvorn who cooked
approximately 700 scones for the event. 

FOREVERCHANGED

Youth Camp is Coming!

Our most exciting event of the year is coming up for our youth
aged children! 

Youth Camp 2022, also known as 'Forever Changed', will be held
from July 22nd - 24th at Wedderburn Christian Campsite. Each
year, youth camp is the absolute highlight of the year and after
two years of covid interruptions, we are more excited than ever!

We are inviting all of our families to register their teens with the QR code attached. 

Come and discover how Jesus impacted the lives of many in the Bible and how our lives
are truly forever changed by Christ!

For more information, please contact Jamie Mackenzie on
4261 1001 or jamie@daptoanglican.org.au



PRAY FOR OUR CHURCH FAMILY

MOURNING
Please pray for Nick and Mesha A (10am) following the death of Nick's
Grandma.

HOSPITAL
 Elizabeth L (10am) in hospital for one day only (Thursday), then will be waiting 
 for results. Pray for Trevor W (10am) now at Port Kembla Hospital for rehab.
Pray for Rosie S (10am) in Wollongong Hospital with Lymphoma, please pray
for Janice and Philippa as they support her.

VILLAGES/NURSING HOMES
Please pray for our people in Nursing Homes: Audrey & Alan R - both
recovering from surgery; Gae & Allen Q;  Kath H; Elsie N; Diana M; Barbara L;
Reg B; (all in Piper House, Dapto); Robyn & Neville K - Neville was in hospital
for a couple of days and had fluid drained from his lungs; (Digger's Rest,
Corrimal); Helen S (Marco Polo, Unanderra); Ella H - (Warrigal Care, A.P.);
Graham S (Carino Care, Rockdale).

8AM
Barbara H - home from hospital and recovering from shoulder surgery, pray
for freedom from pain; Mildred A - recovering from knee surgery; Daphne C's         
daughter, Joanna needs ongoing prayer for upcoming medical procedures;
Wendy R - still struggling with pain in her legs; Lyn R - still struggling with her
health problems; Ray McP - still struggling with his health. 

 

10AM
Nelson S; Carl C; Paul B; Pat McK - all recovering; Sue B - coping with her
condition.

6PM
Continue to pray for Tarj, and also for Roman, Shaina J's son.

CAFE CHURCH/CREATIVE CONNECTION
Continue to pray for Lynne N's brother, Steven, as he is still having his
treatment.

PRAYER FOR THE WEEK
Lord, give your people grace to withstand the temptations of the world, the flesh, and
the devil, and with pure hearts and minds to follow you the only God; through Jesus
Christ our Lord. Amen.


