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REV DAVID RIETVELD

The world swimming body, FINA, this week
made a decision to exclude post pubescent
males who have transitioned their gender from
competing in women’s swimming events. The
response was volatile.

On the one side, this decision was perceived as discriminatory, non-inclusive, and
even non-scientific. On the other side this decision was seen as protecting the
fairness and integrity of sport, a sense of opportunity for girls, and based on science.

Three things disturb me. First, we no longer know how do debate our values. That we
hold differing values, and therefore have value clashes – this is inevitable. It always
has been so. What is alarming is our inability to have a civil discussion about which
values have priority over others. Things degenerate to labels and name calling. There
is little genuine attempt to understand the other and dialogue.

Second, public debates cannot even agree on the science. Values are matters of
opinion, but science is more so about research and facts. And yet both sides claim
science is on their side. Science is weaponised, rather than listened to.

Third, as a culture, we lack a shared foundation that unpins and informs how we
decide what is right from wrong. In Christendom, God was the moral authority. He
instilled justice, truth, human dignity etc. into the fabric of his creation. The Bible was
divine revelation that helped us understand this world and mortality.

Our culture has ‘moved on’ from her Christian foundations. But what this debate
over transgender in sports reveals is that our new enlightened post-Christian
worldview lacks substance and clarity.



There are those who consider themselves enlightened and current – who are
approaching this topic from within the same post-Christian worldview – who land
firmly on opposing sides.

Expect more of these – as a culture, we could be in for a bumpy ride. But this an
opportunity for us as Christians to model differences within the Church handled with
respect, love, and the ability to discuss without dividing.    

CMS Commissioning Service

This Saturday sees the Commissioning service for our new link missionaries 'J and P'.
Please join us in praying for them.

Heavenly Father, we thank you for calling J and P into your love and calling them to
serve you as missionaries. We ask you to give them a deep sense of your presence
and peace as they go through the busy-ness of getting ready to go to Eurasia. May
the joy of your Spirit shine for them as they say ‘farewell’ to family and friends. Help
them to remember all the important things they need to get done and not to worry
about the lesser important things they cannot get done. Go before them and
prepare accommodation when they arrive, and new friends to care for them. Give
them grace and patience as they learn a new language and culture. Use them to
bring others into your salvation and to build up your church. In your name and for
your glory we pray, Amen.

Family Days this School Holidays

Are you looking for some fun activities for you and your kids this school
holidays? We have officially booked in our family fun days for this holidays and
we would love for you to join us!

 Symbio Zoo (Helensburgh), Thursday, 7th of July 
 Bowling (Shellharbour), Wednesday, 14th of July 

If you are keen, or want some more info, please send Matt 
Goodman an email (matt@daptoanglican.org.au). 

RVSP's are needed by the 1st of July!



Julie Houghton, Parish Safe Ministry Representative, by
confidential email safeministry@daptoanglican.org.au or
through our church office on 42611001
Anglican Abuse Report line on 1800 774945

Dapto Anglican Church is committed to Safe Ministry
Practices.
If you have a question or concern, we are here to help. 
Please contact:

SAFE MINISTRY

Tax Effective Giving

June is Tax Effective giving month. We have two funds that you can give to
be tax-effective; the Building Fund and the SRE fund. Most years we ask for
donations to both. 

This year we ask you to prioritise the Building Fund. Our SRE fund is looking
quite healthy and we feel comfortable with the amount we have received,
unlike our building fund. We ask you to consider making tax-effective
donations to the Building Fund. This will help us to pay off our mortgage
and offset the interest we pay. 

Please prayerfully consider your tax-effective giving this month.

Dapto Anglican Church Building Fund

BSB Number: 032686

Account Number: 162472

Building Fund

Dapto Anglican Church Religious Education Fund

BSB Number: 032686

Account Number: 301495

SRE Fund

Please put your name in the description if you would like a receipt.



PRAY FOR OUR CHURCH FAMILY

HOSPITAL
Pray for Barbara H (8am) in Shellharbour Private Hospital for surgery on
shoulder. Pray for Trevor W (10am) waiting to go back to rehab after surgery
on his knees.

VILLAGES/NURSING HOMES
Please pray for our people in Nursing Homes: Audrey R - recovering after
further surgery on her ankle; Alan R - recovering after a surgical procedure;
Gae & Allen Q;  Kath H; Elsie N; Diana M; Barbara L; Reg B; (all in Piper House,
Dapto); Robyn & Neville K (Digger's Rest, Corrimal); Helen S (Marco Polo,
Unanderra); Ella H - (Warrigal Care, A.P.); Graham S (Carino Care, Rockdale).

8AM
  Mildred A - recovering at home after knee replacement surgery; Daphne C's 
  daughter, Joanna, needs ongoing prayer for upcoming medical procedures;
  Wendy R - still struggling with pain in her legs; Lyn R - still struggling with her
  health problems; Ray McP - still struggling with his health.

10AM
Nelson S - recovering after being in hospital with Pneumonia; Carl C -
recovering well from his eye surgery and other procedures; Paul B -
recovering well; Elizabeth L - going to hospital on 30th June for aspiration of
her spine, then further surgery; Sue B - is coping with changes in her
condition; Pat McK - recovering after falling on her knees.

6PM
Continue to pray for Tarj, and also for Roman, Shaina J's son.

CAFE CHURCH/CREATIVE CONNECTION
Continue to pray for Lynne N's brother, Steven, as he is still having his
treatment.

PRAYER FOR THE WEEK
Heavenly Father, 
Keep your household the Church continually in your truth; that those who lean only
on the hope of your heavenly grace may always be defended by your mighty power;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 


