
wear the pride jersey, and not take to the field. Manly coach Des Hasler said this: "Personally,
I share the views that are inclusiveness across the game and society. It is an important
matter, and the NRL is for everyone."

To his credit, Hasler appreciates some of the complexity of this issue. Hasler said, "The
[pride] jersey intent was to support the advocacy and human rights pertaining to gender,
race, culture, ability and LGBTQ movements.” This symbolic jersey has been interpreted by
some as inclusive, and yet for others, it excludes.

"They are not wearing the jersey as it conflicts with their cultural and religious beliefs," Hasler
said. "And I am concerned for their welfare. Their spirituality is a central part of their well-
being. The club has made an error from which it will learn."

To my knowledge, Pacific nations have cultural ways of dealing with those of homosexual
orientation, and they do so in ways that would not fairly be described as homophobic. For
Islanders, in an honour shame collective society, pride is attached to being part of and
contributing to family. Honour is attached is marriage, procreation, and continuing the family
line.

The ABC notes that for Pasifika, religion is “a binding force for culture and family to rally
around in good times and bad”. Some Islanders will experience the forced public support of
gay pride as marginalising their religion, culture, and family structures. The three are
entwined.

As I chatted to my non-Christian friends, they imagine there are some politically correct
board members at Manly who exist in an echo chamber and do not appreciate the values of
Pasifika players (who make up almost 50% of players). And Islanders are already among the
happiest people in the world, with the lowest depression rates.

To suppose the six Islanders are simplistic and non-inclusive is akin to neo-colonialism, and
exclusivist. 

INCLUSION THAT EXCLUDES
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This weekend seven Manly Warringah players will not



A highlight of the year for so many reasons.
Teenagers coming to know Christ for the first time,
and others re-committing their lives to Him or
choosing to once more make Jesus a priority and the
foundation of their life. Crazy games, sleepless
nights, great conversations and life-changing talks.
Ben Staunton spoke across the week on different
interactions people had with Jesus and how their
whole lives were forever changed. Words fail to
capture how thankful I am for our Youth Leaders
and volunteers. They have been incredibly servant-
hearted throughout this entire process. Endless
hours into preparing activities, teaching God's word
faithfully, following up and supporting teenagers,
the list could go on.
Thank you so much for those who supported us and
partnered with us for youth camp, whether
financially or through prayer. Several youth group
leaders said they had never felt so supported and
partnered with by the entire church on a Youth
Camp. What an encouragement!
Please continue to pray for the teenagers as they go
back home and to school and for our Youth Leaders
as they seek to rest and recover what little they can
around work and uni.

Youth Camp

During the month of August, Heather Boardman and Michelle Smith with be running
a story time at Smith's Lane Dairy. Dapto Anglican, Wollongong City Council and
Smith's Lane Dairy have partnered together in order build community in the
Wongawilli area. Wollongong City Council have provided us with a grant, Smith's
Lane Dairy a location and DAC, the people, and the plan. The story time will run from
9:30am – 10am each Friday of August, mostly targeting families with preschool aged
children. Please support Heather and Michelle by praying for them and the families
who will attend. Pray that this will be a first step in connecting to our church
community and connecting DAC into the Wongawilli communities. You can also
support by attending the story time with your kids to help advocate for the grace
found in Jesus, as well as the community of believers that we share and love here at
DAC.

Storytime



Julie Houghton, Parish Safe Ministry Representative, by
confidential email safeministry@daptoanglican.org.au or
through our church office on 42611001
Anglican Abuse Report line on 1800 774945

Dapto Anglican Church is committed to Safe Ministry
Practices.
If you have a question or concern, we are here to help. 
Please contact:

SAFE MINISTRY

This Sunday, the 31st of July, Amy David will be officially
commissioned as the SRE teacher for Dapto High School.
We would love if you would join us, for a service of prayer
and thanksgiving, from 2:30pm. 

Hosted by the Dapto Schools Scripture Board.

Amy David - SRE Commissioning

Family Fish and Chips - $20 (10 piece fish w/ chips)
Couples Fish and Chips - $12 (6 pieces of fish w/ chips)
Just chips - $8 Family chips 

There is no better lunch known for a picnic than fish and chips! Next Sunday (the 7th
of August), before the families picnic, we will have fish and chips available to
purchase from The Cafe. 

Fish and Chips

We are holding a book sale this weekend around our Sunday services!
Bring a gold coin along with you for that is all you will need to take as
many books as you like! All donations go to Dapto Schools Scripture
Board to support Amy David, our Dapto High Scripture Teacher.

A Big Book Sale



PRAY FOR OUR CHURCH FAMILY

MOURNING
Pray for Allen and Gae Q following the death of Allen's sister, Betty, 96, on           
Saturday. A private family memorial service will be held at a later date.

VILLAGES/NURSING HOMES
Pray for our people in Nursing Homes: Audrey & Alan R; Gae & Allen Q; Kath
H; Elsie N; Diana M; Barbara L; Reg B; (all in Piper House, Dapto); Robyn &
Neville K (Digger's Rest, Corrimal); Helen S (Marco Polo, Unanderra); Ella H
(Warrigal Care, A.P.); Graham S (Carino Care, Rockdale).

8AM
Wendy R - freedom from pain in her leg and hip; Ray McP - still struggling and
waiting for test results, and grateful for our prayers; Lyn R - still struggling
with some health issues; Joanna, Daphne C's daughter, still needs our prayers;
Mildred A & Barbara H recovering well.

 

10AM
Rosie S - struggling with health issues, is in and out of hospital, and continuing
with her chemo treatment on Friday; Jeanette B - recovering well but still in
pain; Phil P - starting to feel a lot better.

 

6PM
Continue to pray for Tarj.

CAFE CHURCH/CREATIVE CONNECTION
Continue to pray for Lynne N's brother, Steven.

 

COVID
Continue to pray for those people from our congregations struggling with
Covid.

PRAYER FOR THE WEEK
God whose glory is most glorious,
whose love is most loving,
whose might most mighty,
whose holiness most holy,
whose peace most peace-giving, we praise you.
Our thankful hearts we lay open before you,
asking that you will accept our thanks and adoration,
Through our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, Amen.

(Written by a Kenyan Christian)


