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JAMIE MACKENZIE

Our bodies fail us.

Covid brought home, in an unmissable way to all of us, just how much we need physical
presence. We all hate Zoom, but thank God for it, because it was better than nothing. What
was clear to all of us, however, was there was something different about being in a room
with people – to sharing a screen.

The warmth of having a dinner and catching up, the realness and even the misspeaks easily
forgiven in the moment, compared to the cold rabbit hole of consuming each other’s stories,
the flakiness and unforgiveness of a Facebook or Instagram story...

Even the writer of 2 John says, 'I have much to write to you, but I do not want to use paper and
ink. Instead, I hope to visit you and talk with you face to face, so that our joy may be complete'.
That there will be something lacking in his joy until he is physically there with them.
Where that ‘embodiment’ with one another is missing. We find ourselves saying things online
or thinking about those we interact with online, in ways that we would never speak about
them or to them if we were sitting across the table from them.

James says in James 3 that 'we praise God with the same tongue we use to curse someone made
in God’s image'. Perhaps Allberry suggests, in our era it is not so much our tongues but our
thumbs.

We are far less aware of how our words will affect people or circumstances, and fail to see
the fallout. The Bible is full of teaching about just how powerful our words can be, positively
and negatively. The person we are interacting with online could be hanging by a thread, and
maybe our words could be the words that give them enough life and hope to bring them
back from the brink.

Last week, I spoke about Sam Allberry’s book, 'What God Has to Say about Our Bodies?'
Allberry reflects on the significance our ‘embodiment’ has on how we relate online, although
not the focus or large portion of the book, its significance today is more relevant than ever.
He says, ‘We can all to easily ‘de-humanize’ those who are not around us.’



Looking back over the family adventure days, I’m filled with joy and
disappointment. I’m joyful because of how great it was, not just having kids at DAC
laugh and have fun but also seeing parents building community. I’m disappointed
because my three-year-old daughter’s bowling score was ahead of my own for most
of the first game. 

This school holidays, the families went bowling in the first week and Symbio in the
second week. While we were at bowling, the kids and adults bowled together
(bumpers for all), and the buzz in our 3 lanes was electrifying. Looking back, I’m not
sure who had more fun, the kids or the adults, but what I do know is that it was
great that we were also joined by DAC kid's friends to experience the great
community we have. Symbio was a victorious day; all children survived being
surrounded by mobs of Kangaroos and Wallabies hungry for the packet of food
each child had. It was also victorious because we finally beat the rain. 

The adventure days were created for kids to have something fun to do during the
school holidays and to connect parents and build community. The fun may only last
a few hours, and memories might fade, but a community that is built around Jesus
will last. This unique community will be there through all seasons of life as we love
and serve our saviour. My prayer is that meeting each Sunday and social gatherings
like the Adventure Days will grow and foster such a community. Looking forward to
our next adventure next school holidays.

Family Adventure Days

Two reflections going forward. Firstly, I want to push myself to gather with others in person
even when I am tired and weary. I spoke with someone at church on Sunday who was
exhausted, anxious and struggling to connect with the sermon or the songs due to feeling so
emotionally flat. Until that is the final song, they glimpsed a friend across the room. Their
friend’s state of worship, despite their own hardship, allowed connection and signalled the
deeper truth; God travels with us in all seasons.

The second reflection is, in all of my words especially those I am writing online or about
those online. I need to work hard(er) to be gracious, to express love and compassion. To type
and speak as one who speaks the very words of God (1 Peter 4:11).



Julie Houghton, Parish Safe Ministry Representative, by
confidential email safeministry@daptoanglican.org.au or
through our church office on 42611001
Anglican Abuse Report line on 1800 774945

Dapto Anglican Church is committed to Safe Ministry
Practices.
If you have a question or concern, we are here to help. 
Please contact:

SAFE MINISTRY

You may remember seeing Amy in the
newsletter a few weeks ago as she began the
role as the Scripture teacher (SRE) at Dapto
High School. 

Well, it is now time to celebrate and dedicate
this work to God through prayer and praise.

We would love if you would join us on Sunday
the 31st of July from 2:30pm for the
commissioning of Amy. 

- Dapto Schools Scripture Board (DSSB)

Amy David - SRE Commissioning

FOREVERCHANGED

We are so thankful for the generosity of the church. We
have successfully filled every hour of youth camp with
the power of prayer. May God transform the lives of our
teens this weekend, and fill our leaders with
encouragement and energy. 

Please continue to pray over us this weekend. We can't
wait to tell you all about it when we get back!

Pray for Youth Camp!



New reporting structure has been adopted.
Staff review process has begun.
J and P’s commissioning service was held 25 June.
Giving for May was $52,682 ($682 above budget)

Investigation into relocating the Op Shop sorting facility to St Aidan’s have
revealed that the current residential zoning of the property makes it unsuitable.
A working party will be established to explore options and bring a
recommendation for the future use of the café.
Work health and safety compliance actions are continuing, including fire doors,
removal of footpath trip hazards, lighting, parking, and signage.
Trades and rain delays have slowed forecourt redevelopment and auditorium
repairs, temporary fencing should be down in a fortnight. 
It is pleasing to report that in response to the Wardens’ finance update in late
May we have seen a significant increase in giving. Giving during May was $52,700
and in June it was $51,800. With our monthly target at $52,000, over the two
months we were $500 above target. During June we also received donations of
$30,600 to the Building Fund. This includes regular donations and amounts given
in response to the Tax Effective Giving campaign. Over recent weeks we have also
received donations of over $2,200 to support those attending the Youth Camp
this weekend. Thank you for your faithfulness and generosity in supporting of the
ministry to the Church here in Dapto.

Considering recent governance training recommending we keep more detailed
minutes, and to maintain confidentiality, Parish Council will no longer publish
minutes online. In their place, a monthly update will be published in the newsletter.
 

Updates from Parish Council – June

Updates from Parish Council – July

Parish Council Update

PRAYER FOR THE WEEK
Almighty God, we praise you that in your great power you raised Jesus from death,
sealing the forgiveness of sins for those who believe and giving us hope of being
raised with him, clothed with an immortal body when this brief life is over. For the
time we have on earth, may we live in the light of Jesus resurrection, fixing our minds
on things above, so that when he appears we may also share his glory. Help us to
share the gospel of forgiveness and resurrection with those around us when we have
opportunity to do so. In Jesus' powerful name we pray. Amen.



PRAY FOR OUR CHURCH FAMILY

MOURNING
Continue to pray for Trevor, Bill, Barrie and Phil W and their families following
the recent death of their aunt Nona Carter.

HOSPITAL
Pray for Judy W, who is in Wollongong Private and waiting on results from
tests for her heart. Continue to pray for Trevor W who is recovering from
surgery.

VILLAGES/NURSING HOMES
One of our members from the 10am service is a nurse at Piper House, Dapto,
has asked for prayer for the health and safety of all of the residents in Piper
House, especially during this Covid time. Pray for our people in Nursing
Homes: Audrey & Alan R; Gae & Allen Q; Kath H; Elsie N; Diana M; Barbara L;
Reg B: (all in Piper House, Dapto); Robyn & Neville K (Digger's Rest, Corrimal);
Helen S (Marco Polo, Unanderra); Ella H (Warrigal Care, A.P.); Graham S
(Carino Care, Rockdale);

8AM
Barbara H - recovering well from shoulder surgery;  Mildred A - recovering
from knee surgery; Pray for Wendy R for freedom from pain as the pain in her
right leg has moved up to her hip. Waiting to see a Nerve Specialist;  Lyn R -
still suffering from fatigue due to Covid, but is pleased that she is doing well in
other areas; Ray McP - still struggling with his health;  Daphne C's daughter,
Joanna, needs ongoing prayer for upcoming medical procedures.

 

10AM
Jeanette B - at home and recovering, but still in a lot of pain. She thanks
everyone for their prayers; Elizabeth L - still waiting for results from tests; Phil
P - having better results following all of his procedures, and feeling more
positive in himself; Paul B; Sue B & Pat McK - all coping with their health
problems, and Pat McK would like to thank you all for your prayers.

 

6PM
Continue to pray for Tarj.

CAFE CHURCH/CREATIVE CONNECTION
Continue to pray for Lynne N's brother, Steven, he is still having his treatment.

 

COVID
Continue to pray for those people from our congregations struggling with
Covid.

 

CMS - J and P
Pray for them as they leave families and Australia today and head to Eurasia.


